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its head and wear a crown nevor yet accorded to
itl  More wonderful things hare happened*  Six
hundred years wore necessary for its completion ;
why should not the labour of rebuilding it, if the
cost bo too hoary for the energies %f a young
nation, be distribxitecl over six hundred years
more ?   Poisistratus knew, "what was yot bettor
known to the men who founded the cathedrals
of medieval Europe, that auch labours are no
unprofitable burthens, as they affect the nations
that   undertake   them.   They  bind  together
remote generations :  they are the golden cord
on which high aspirations and generous efforts
in successive years are strung and garlanded:
they giro continuity to a nation, and impersonate
its history.   In consecrating the present to the
future they call in the fixture to the supj>ort
of the present   Individuals and nations alike
are strengthened in hours of weakness by what-
ever confirms their foith in that high destiny
which lies before them.   Their end cannot yet
bo come, they say, for there is yet work to be
done.  Michael Angelo, when asked why he had